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most in need of freedom. When the members of a
community are forced to attend to public affairs, they
are necessarily drawn from the circle of their o\vn
-interests, and snatched at times from self-observation.
As soon as a man begins to treat of public affairs in
public, he begins to perceive that he is not so inde-
pendent of his fellow-men as he had at first imagined,
and that, in order to obtain their support, he must
often lend them his co-operation.
When the public is supreme, there is no man who
does not feel the value of public good-will, or who
does not endeavour to court it by drawing to himself
the esteem and affection of those among whom he is
to live. Many of the passions which congeal and keep
asunder human hearts are then obliged to retire and
hide below the surface. Pride must be dissembled;
disdain dares not break out; egotism fears its own
self. Under a free government, as most public offices
are elective, the men whose elevated minds or aspiring
f hopes are too closely circumscribed in private life,
constantly feel that they cannot do without the
population which surrounds them. Men learn at
such times to think of their fellow-men from ambitious
motives ; and they frequently find it, in a manner,
their interest to forget themselves.
I may here be met by an objection derived from
electioneering intrigues, the meannesses of candidates,
and the calumnies of their opponents. These are
opportunities for animosity which occur the oftener
the more frequent elections become. Such evils are
doubtless great, but they are transient ; whereas the
benefits which attend them remain. The desire of
l^eing elected may lead some men for a time to violent
hostility ; but this same desire leads all men in the
long run mutually to support each other ; and if
it happens that an election accidentally severs two